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The Cove Asset Map: By the Students, For the Students 

Being a teenager in high school is not easy. Being a teenager in high school and having to 

leave home either by choice or by force makes it even harder. It is difficult to know what a 

teenager needs during a time of transition and homelessness, let alone having to figure out how 

to find it on your own. This document is an asset map to provide relief and sustainability for 

youth during times such as these. The purpose of this asset map is to serve as a guide for 

unaccompanied homeless youth (UHY) and those who care about helping these students. 

This particular asset map was created and designed by the Student Advisory Committee 

of the Cove. The team was made up of high school and college students who have experienced 

homelessness while they were in high school. When planning this asset map, the team identified 

that it was most important to them to create a physical map of trusted resources that could be 

easy for Unaccompanied Homeless Youth to navigate, filled with assets that do not require a 

much identification, paperwork, and explanation. In their experience, when youth are 

experiencing homelessness, it’s difficult to provide that type of information during such a time of 

crisis. This map will help youth who have been impacted by homelessness to navigate the 

resources available to this particular population in the city of Waco, particularly for opportunities 

to overcome issues that may arise during situations of youth homelessness. The intention of this 

map is to smooth the process, so that both youth, and the people who care for them, can easily 

find the tools that will assist unaccompanied homeless youth in positive decision making during 

their time of transitional living. The end goal of the asset map was to have a live link that can 

direct UHY to the resources they need, include a description and physical address, and providing 

an opportunity for transportation to those resources. 
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Youth Homelessness 

Youth homelessness may look different for every youth who experiences homelessness. 

The McKinney-Vento Homeless Education Assistance Act defines the term homelessness as any 

families and/or students are temporarily without a home due to fire, living with a family doubled-

up due to financial hardship, a student not living with a parent or legal guardian, or living in a 

shelter, motel, or unsuitable living space (Texas Homeless Education Office, 2009). Specifically, 

unaccompanied homeless youth are students who are not in the physical custody of their parent 

or legal guardian (McKinney-Vento, 2001).  Many students who are unaccompanied live with 

different family members throughout the year, stay with a friend’s family, or couch surf. Couch 

surfing means “that a young person finds temporary shelter with friends, acquaintances, or, less 

often, family members, but lack a permanent or stable home. Couch-surfing is a common 

“doubled-up” experience for homeless youth” (National Network for Youth, 2015). While the 

term “homeless youth” used to refer to youth living on the streets, the McKinney-Vento Act 

expanded youth homelessness to youth who lack fixed or stable residence (Slesnick et al., 2000). 

The McKinney-Vento Act is an important policy that underpins the current and future work with 

UHY. The Act  

Last year on March 30, 2015, 135 high school students were identified as homeless in 

Waco ISD and 48 of those students are also unaccompanied. As of March 28, 2016, 204 enrolled 

students have been identified as homeless and 92 of those students have been identified as 

unaccompanied thus far in the 2015-2016 school year. Youth experiencing homelessness in 

Waco is not simply a local phenomenon, rather it is an alarming issue across the nation that 

needs to be addressed. The National Association for the Education of Homeless Children and 
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Youth (NAEHCY) estimates between 1.6 and 1.7 million youth experience homelessness each 

year (NAEHCY, 2015). Not only are the students, schools and the local economy hurting, but 

our nation as a whole is struggling and has begun engaging in strategic solutions to address this 

issue. 

The Cove  

One solution is to take care of the immediate and long term needs of the youth in a 

community context. In Waco, the community has gotten together to address this issue, resulting 

in the Cove, which will be a new addition to the Waco community. The Cove is a new 501(c)3 in 

Waco, Texas that will serve as an after school nurturing center for unaccompanied homeless 

youth. The Cove is modeled after a nationally recognized teen nurturing center in Georgetown, 

Texas, the NEST. It exists to provide care, opportunity, value and empowerment to high school 

aged UHY to empower them to thrive as young adults. The Cove will be a safe place after school 

that will provide homework help with access to tutors and computers, family-style dinners and 

healthy snacks, washer and dryer for laundry, a shower and toiletries, access to counseling, 

medical, and hair-cutting services, and positive youth development programming that will 

include job training and college readiness. The Cove’s goal is to provide support and strengthen 

the ability of our students to graduate from high school with the skills they need to thrive in 

college or the workforce, thereby preventing chronic homelessness. Although the Cove will be a 

center designed specifically to address the needs of UHY, it was important to the asset map team 

to identify current resources available in the Waco community. 

Theoretical Frameworks and Practice Models 
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The Asset Map is a part of a practice model called Asset Based Community Development 

by Kretzmann and McKnight (1990). This model of community development is based on the 

strengths perspective, identifying the strengths within a community and then mobilizing and 

facilitating change through those identified assets. According to Kretzmann and McKnight 

(1990), primary building blocks to rebuild a community involve strengths. Their list includes 

individual assets, organizational assets, kills, talents, and experience of residents, businesses, 

cultural organizations, and more. By focusing on the strengths of a community, particularly when 

working with UHY who are identified as a population based on their lack of assets, it is not only 

important but imperative to begin to bring about change for this population and to identify these 

strengths. This asset map is one way of engaging in ABCD.  

Additionally, a theoretical framework that guides the work of this asset map team is 

Arnstein’s Ladder of Participation. Arstein’s Ladder of Participation refers to a citizen’s role in 

determining a plan and/or a program (Arstein, 1969). Arstein (1969) affirms that in order to have 

citizen participation, “it is the redistribution of power that enables the have-not citizens, 

presently excluded from the political and economic processes, to be deliberately included in the 

future (p. 41).  Arnstein (1969) clarifies that citizen participation becomes a strategy in which the 

have-nots join in determining how information is shared. The leadership of the Cove desire 

strongly to have youth themselves involved in the decision-making processes, therefore, it is 

natural that this value is carried over into the asset mapping project. According to the framework, 

a social worker who is identifying assets on behalf of a specific population may be at the 

“consultation” rung of the ladder of participation. In order to strive for the top ladder, “citizen 

control,” it was imperative to have team members who have experienced homelessness and the 

youth themselves guiding the map and identifying the assets. Striving for complete citizen 
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control of program or project planning could significantly alter the way social services and 

community development function. This framework helped guide the outcome of the map, as the 

team transformed the initial vision of simply a list of all the assets in the community to trusted 

assets that have been identified by youth themselves and a description of how to get there. 

Asset Map Overview 

Asset Mapping Team 

This asset map was designed by a team of graduate students, college students, and high 

school students. Amy Jimenez, the Master of Social Work Intern for the Cove, a newly 

established nonprofit who will serve unaccompanied homeless youth in an afterschool nurturing 

and empowering environment, organized this mapping project alongside her team, who currently 

serve as the Student Advisory Committee (SAC) for the Cove’s Board of Directors. Board 

members working to establish the Cove recommended the opportunity for clear resources to be 

available to this specific population to advance collaboration between the Cove and current 

community agencies, and to collect information to have all in one easily accessible place. In 

order to assess the current scope of resources available to UHY, Amy Jimenez included a 

question about community assets and resources available to this population in her research study 

with current youth, former youth, and professionals working with youth. 

The Student Advisory Committee was established at the beginning of 2016; it consists of 

one graduate student who self-identifies as homeless when she attended University High School 

here in Waco, one college student who experienced homelessness in high school and college, one 

college student who experienced homelessness during his senior year at Waco High School, and 
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one current Waco Independent School District (WISD) student who has experienced 

homelessness throughout her high school years. The committee was invited to participate as part 

of the asset map team and actually guided the map to instead become a tool for students to use 

themselves when a crisis occurs, rather than just a map that identifies assets in a community. 

 As previously mentioned, once the Student Advisory Committee and Amy Jimenez 

became the asset map team, the trajectory of the map changed. When planning and brainstorming 

for the map during the asset map training, it was important for the map to consist of several 

components: assets available to UHY, physical address of the resource and explanation, a way to 

get to the asset (ex. Bicycle, bus), and contact information. The team envisioned students being 

able to pull the map up online, see the resource they specifically needed, click on it and know 

how to get there. The Asset Chart became a significant part of the map to accommodate this 

desire of the team. The team identified particular assets in the Waco community that they knew 

were available to them. The team also agreed to include other assets identified on the research 

surveys from other students and professionals working with those students. Once the Cove 

opens, it will be much more streamlined for UHY to get services, but until then and outside of 

the Cove’s operating hours, it was important to the team that UHY can see how many resources 

are available to them in the community and how to clearly access those resources. This chart, 

along with the map, can be viewed live online. To view the chart click here. 

 The methodology for data collection became two-fold. Particular, trusted resources 

identified by the asset map team including Food Sources, Clothing Sources, Transportation, and 

Population-Specific Community Agencies, including the Cove at the center. This data was 

collected through local knowledge, and electronic means using search engines and Get Help 

http://thecovewaco.org/resource-directory-2/local-resources-for-youth-experiencing-homelessness/
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Locally Waco. Once the data was researched, it was collected and organized by the team in 

Google Docs. A second round of data collection occurred from those individuals who 

participated in the surveys through the research administered by Amy Jimenez. Once all the data 

was organized, the assets were plotted onto Google Earth. The assets were then transferred to 

Google Maps so the link could be live and functional, and uploaded to the Cove’s website at 

TheCoveWaco.Org/resource-directory-2/local-resources-for-youth-experiencing-homelessness/.  

Asset Maps 

The following maps are asset maps identifying examples of the following organizations.  

For the purposes of these asset maps, health, food sources, clothing, and in-school educational 

resources accessible and available for unaccompanied homeless youth are reflected here.   An 

asset map is a tool to assess the resources, skills, and experience available in a community. 

Dorfman (1998) affirms that asset mapping physically maps out assets and reveals 

interconnections between assets.  The Cove SAC desired to map out specific assets within 

categories that would be most helpful during an episode of homelessness. The legend below 

reveals the categories mapped. The first map, Figure 1, consists of all the assets identified 

throughout this process. 

Legend 

 The Cove 

 

Clothing 

 
Counseling 

 
Emergency Shelter and Housing 

 
Food Pantries 

http://thecovewaco.org/resource-directory-2/local-resources-for-youth-experiencing-homelessness/
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Meals Provided 

 

Health Clinics 

 
In-School Resources 

 

Pregnancy Help 

 

Spiritual Development/Mentors 

 
 

  

Figure 1. The Cove Asset Map: By the Students, For the Students – All Assets. This image shows 

geographical location of each asset identified within the ten categories as mentioned above. These assets 

were identified by the asset map team with input from current unaccompanied homeless youth and former 

unaccompanied homeless youth. 



THE COVE ASSET MAP REPORT  10 

 

 

When identifying trusted assets for unaccompanied youth to use, the team selected and 

researched assets that were available specifically for this population. Additionally, the team 

decided to include assets identified by surveys given to current and former unaccompanied youth 

in Waco ISD as well as professionals who work with these students. These assets reflect the 

responses from those surveys, which were part of Amy Jimenez’s final research project. As you 

can see in Figure 2, there are many assets that exist in Waco for unaccompanied youth. This is 

also only a snapshot, as the team recognizes many more assets could be identified including 

churches, businesses, and other nonprofits not specific to the immediate needs of unaccompanied 

homeless youth. On this map, 50 assets have been identified within the inner loop of Highway 6, 

Lakeshore Drive, and Loop 340 in Waco. The full breakdown of the number of assets in each 

category can be seen in Table 1. 

Table 1: Number of Assets Identified by Team in each Category 

Types of Assets Numbers 

Wraparound Services 1 

Clothing 3 

Counseling 2 

Food Pantries 10 

Meals Provided 9 

Health Clinics 9 

Housing/Shelter 5 

In-School Resources 5 

Pregnancy 3 

Spiritual/Mentors 3 

Total 50 

 

The next nine maps represent the different categories of assets overlaid on top of the 

geographical location of the Cove. The following maps include trusted assets in categories 
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identified by the team in terms of clothing, counseling, food pantries and meals provided, 

housing and shelter, health clinics, in-school resources, pregnancy, and spiritual 

development/mentor assets. 

 

Figure 2. The Cove Asset Map: Clothing, representing 3 assets. 
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Figure 3. The Cove Asset Map: Counseling, representing 2 assets. 

 

Figure 4. The Cove Asset Map: Food Sources, representing 19 assets. 
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Figure 5. The Cove Asset Map: Health Clinics, representing 9 assets. 

 

Figure 6. The Cove Asset Map: Housing and Shelter, representing 5 assets. 
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Figure 7. The Cove Asset Map: In-School Resources, representing 5 assets. 

 

Figure 8. The Cove Asset Map: Pregnancy Help, representing 3 assets. 
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Figure 9. The Cove Asset Map: Spiritual Development and Mentoring, representing 3 

assets (one is main office). 

 

As previously mentioned, these assets have been identified and researched by the Student 

Advisory Committee and organizer. The assets are crucial to have identified for students who 

become homeless and are looking for help. In times of crisis, youth are seeking places to stay, a 

hot meal to eat, and clothing to wear. The effects homelessness often lead to trauma, lack of 

medical care, and low self-esteem. Because of these effects, the asset map team wanted to ensure 

access to these community resources was available to students. A full list of the assets identified 

can be seen below in Table 2.  

Table 2: List of Assets for Unaccompanied Youth in Waco as Seen on Maps 
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In addition to the few trusted assets selected for each category, the majority of health 

clinics and food sources have also been identified as assets for the purposes of this map as lists 

are available on local websites, but were not all included on the list of trusted resources, as they 

were identified by the organizer and one member of the SAC. Two of the food sources, 

Shepherd’s Heart and Caritas, have been selected from the list by students themselves as they 

have historically supported this population in Waco. The team identified public transportation as 

one solution to accessing these assets. Figure 10 shows the assets overlaid with the bus route. 

Wrap Around Services for Unaccompanied Youth Food Sources

The Cove Food Pantries

Clothing Caritas of Waco

Things from the Heart – North Waco Church of the Open Door/Food Basket

Things from the Heart – Downtown Salvation Army

Smarty Pants Wheels of Sharing Mobile Pantry (WACO)

Counseling Hands of Mercy/ First Spanish Assembly

Klara Center for Families St. Francis Social Ministry

Starry Acts Church Storehouse Food Delivery

Emergency Shelter and Housing Lakeshore Baptist Church

Family Abuse Center Shepherd's Heart

Sally’s House (Salvation Army) Antioch Community Church

Habitat for Humanity Living Word COGIC

Housing Authority of Waco Carver Park Baptist Chruch

Methodist Children’s Home St. Francis Social Ministry

Health Clinics 2nd Missionary Baptist Church

Family Health Center Meals Provided

Bellmead Community Clinic Antioch Community Church

Bell’s Hill Community Clinic First Lutheran Church

Elm Avenue Medical and Dental Gospel Café

Martin Luther King Clinic Salvation Army Community Kitchen

Madison Cooper Community Clinic Salvation Army Mobile Canteen

Community Clinic at MCC Grace Temple Baptist Church

Meyer Center Community Clinic Acts Church Agape Community Meal

South 18th Street Community Clinic Church Under the Bridge

In-School Resources Pregnancy Resources

Communities In Schools of the Heart of Texas Care Net- Medical

CIS- University High Care Net- Administrative, Prenatal & Parenting Education

CIS- Waco High Nurse Family Partnerships

Parenting Education Program Spiritual Development/Mentors

Waco ISD Homeless Outreach Young Life- Waco, University, and Rapoport HS

Assets in Waco for Unaccompanied Youth
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Because the image could not transfer to the live map, the addresses are linked to the map and 

links to the Waco Transit Live Bus Tracker App can be followed. Additionally, bus routes and 

stops are indicated on the Asset Chart. 

 

Figure 10. Assets overlaid with Waco Transit Bus Route. 
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Discussion and Next Steps 

 The key themes of these assets are the user-friendly ability of each asset for 

unaccompanied homeless youth. Because these assets were identified by both youth themselves 

and professionals who work with unaccompanied youth, these assets are critical to addressing the 

barriers to basic needs unaccompanied homeless youth experience in both time of crisis and 

during longer episodes of homelessness. To add another layer of depth to this map and to create a 

useful tool for students and those who care for unaccompanied youth, the team created an Asset 

Chart with address, contact info, and nearest bus line to create easier access, seen below in Table 

3. Although The Cove will be a center for many of these resources, not all of them will be 

represented at the Cove.  

Table 3: Asset Chart Identified by Youth. To view the chart online, click here 

 Name Description Address Phone # Hours Bus Line 

 
Wrap Around Services for Unaccompanied Youth 

 The Cove Dinner, laundry, 

showers, 

computers, 

clothing, job 

readiness 

2226 Washington Ave. (254) 300 -

8443 

4-8pm 

Mon- 

Thurs  

Light 

Blue/Dar

k Blue 

(23rd & 

Austin) 

 

Clothing 

 Things from the 

Heart – North Waco 

 Clothing: 

Contact WISD 

Homeless 

Outreach for free 

voucher 

3400 Bosque Blvd. 

 

(254) 235-2508 9-4pm 

Tues-Sat 

Green/Pi

nk (34th 

& 

Bosque) 

 Things from the 

Heart – Downtown 

Clothing 3332 Franklin Ave. 

 

(254) 732-2110 9-4pm 

Mon-Sat 

Light 

Blue/Dar

k Blue 

(Franklin 

& 33rd) 

http://thecovewaco.org/resource-directory-2/local-resources-for-youth-experiencing-homelessness/
http://www.thecovewaco.org/
http://www.shepherdsheartpantry.org/services/things-from-the-heart/
http://www.shepherdsheartpantry.org/services/things-from-the-heart/
http://www.shepherdsheartpantry.org/services/things-from-the-heart/
http://www.shepherdsheartpantry.org/services/things-from-the-heart/
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 Smarty Pants Kids clothing 5301 Bosque Blvd Ste 

190 

(254) 751-0211 9-5pm 

M-S 

10-4pm 

Sun 

Green/Pi

nk 

(Bosque 

& Lake 

Air) 

 

Counseling 

 Klaras Center for 

Families 

Counseling, 

intake, crisis 

services 

1105 Jefferson Ave 

 

(254) 752-7889 

 

730-7pm 

M-F 

Red/Pink 

(9th & 

Jefferson

) 

 Starry Counseling 3001b W Waco Dr,  (254) 399-6552  Green 

(30th & 

Morrow) 

and Blue 

(30th & 

Franklin) 

 

Emergency Shelter 

 Family Abuse Center Safe shelter  Private 1 (800) 283-

8401 

24 hrs Call for 

transport

ation 

 Sally’s House 

(Salvation Army) 

Family shelter Near 501 3rd St.   Orange 

dotted 

and Red 

(5th & 

Mary) 

 Methodist Children’s 

Home 

Residential group 

care 

1111 Herring Ave 

 

(254) 753-0181 

 

 Blue/Lig

ht Blue 

(Herring 

& 12th) 

 

Food Sources- Food Pantries and Meals Provided 

 Caritas Food pantry, 

SNAP, Medicaid 

300 S 15th Street (254) 753-4593 8-3:30pm 

M-F 

Green 

(Mary & 

15th) or 

Dark 

Blue 

(15th & 

Austin) 

 Shepherd's Heart Food pantry 1401 N. 34th St.  (254) 722-9517 3‐6pm 

Thursday

s 

Green/Pi

nk: 34th 

http://www.hotrmhmr.org/
http://www.hotrmhmr.org/
http://www.childrenatheartministries.org/STARRY-Home
http://www.familyabusecenter.org/
http://www.salvationarmytexas.org/waco/
http://www.salvationarmytexas.org/waco/
http://www.mch.org/
http://www.mch.org/
http://www.caritas-waco.org/
http://www.shepherdsheartpantry.org/services/things-from-the-heart/
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& 

Bosque 

 

Complete list of food pantries and fresh meals served: http://www.prosperwaco.org/wp-content/uploads/Waco-

Food-Pantries-1.pdf 

 

Health Clinics 

 Mission Waco – 

Meyers Community 

Clinic 

Health clinic, 

clothing vouchers 

1226 Washington 

Avenue 

296-9866 ext. 

206 

 

 Light 

Blue/Dar

k Blue 

(13th & 

Austin) 

 

For a full list of clinics, click here: http://www.wacofhc.org/index.php/contact-us/medical-sites 

 

Housing 

 Habitat for Humanity First-time 

homebuyer, 

Volunteer 

opportunity 

220 N 11th St 

 

(254) 756-7575 

 

8:30-5pm 

M-F 

Green 

(11th & 

Columbu

s) and 

Light 

Blue 

(11th & 

Austin) 

 Housing Authority of 

Waco  

 

Section 8, Public 

housing 

4400 Cobbs Drive 

 

(254) 752-0324 

 

 Light 

Blue/Dar

k Blue 

(44th & 

Cobbs) 

 Additional Housing Websites:  

http://affordablehousingonline.com/housing-search/Texas/Waco/ 

http://www.publichousing.com/city/tx-waco 

 

In-School Resources 

 Communities In 

Schools of the Heart 

of Texas 

Mentoring, 

Tutoring, 

Workforce 

Development, 

GED, College-

Readiness 

1001 Washington Ave (254) 753-6002 

 

 Green 

(Columb

us & 

10th) and 

Pink 

(Columb

us & 9th) 

 CIS- University High Mentoring, 

Tutoring, 

Workforce 

3201 S New Rd 

 

(254) 756-1843 

 

8-4pm Red 

(New 

Road & 

http://www.prosperwaco.org/wp-content/uploads/Waco-Food-Pantries-1.pdf
http://www.prosperwaco.org/wp-content/uploads/Waco-Food-Pantries-1.pdf
http://missionwaco.org/programs/
http://missionwaco.org/programs/
http://missionwaco.org/programs/
http://www.wacofhc.org/index.php/contact-us/medical-sites
http://www.wacohabitat.org/
http://www.wacopha.org/
http://www.wacopha.org/
http://affordablehousingonline.com/housing-search/Texas/Waco/
http://www.publichousing.com/city/tx-waco
http://www.cis-hot.org/
http://www.cis-hot.org/
http://www.cis-hot.org/
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Development, 

GED, College-

Readiness 

N. Old 

Robinson

) 

 CIS- Waco High Mentoring, 

Tutoring, 

Workforce 

Development, 

GED, College-

Readiness 

2020 N 42nd St 

 

(254) 776-1150 

 

8-4pm 

M-F 

Red 

(Colcord 

& 42nd) 

and Pink 

(42nd & 

Bosque) 

 Pregnancy Education 

and Parenting 

Academic and 

pregnancy-related 

services 

-Central office at 

WISD Admin: 501 

Franklin 

-University HS 

-Waco High School 

Central-(254) 

755-9473 

8-5pm 

M-F 

Yellow 

and 

Purple 

(5th & 

Franklin) 

 Waco ISD Homeless 

Outreach 

Case 

management, 

transportation, 

uniforms 

501 Franklin Avenue (254) 755-9433 8-5pm 

M-F 

Yellow 

and 

Purple 

(5th & 

Franklin) 

 

Pregnancy Resources 

 Care Net- Medical Pregnancy Tests, 

STD Testing, 

Ultrasounds 

Services- 

1818 Columbus Ave.  (254) 772-6175 8-5pm 

M-F 

Green 

(18th & 

Columbu

s) and 

Light 

Blue 

(Austin & 

18th) 

 

 Care Net- 

Administrative, 

Prenatal & Parenting 

Education 

 

Prenatal & 

Parenting 

Education 

 

 

4700 West Waco 

Drive 

 

254-772-8270 8-5pm 

M-F 

Pink 

(Towne 

Oaks & 

W Waco 

Dr.) and 

Red ( 

Franklin 

& Town 

Oakes) 

 

Spiritual Development/Mentors 

http://wacoisd.org/cms/one.aspx?objectId=108269
http://wacoisd.org/cms/one.aspx?objectId=108269
http://www.wacoisd.org/cms/one.aspx?pageId=63772
http://www.wacoisd.org/cms/one.aspx?pageId=63772
http://www.pregnancycare.org/
http://www.pregnancycare.org/
http://www.pregnancycare.org/
http://www.pregnancycare.org/
http://www.pregnancycare.org/
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 Young Life Spiritual 

ministry, 

mentoring at 

Waco High, 

University High, 

and Rapoport 

6600 Sanger Ave. 

Suite 1A 

(254) 776-8834 Call for 

hours 

Call for 

transport

ation 

 

An interesting finding is from mapping the trusted resources identified by students only 

compared to resources identified by the team as a whole was the disparity of assets identified. As 

seen in Figure 10, only 18 resources were identified by students in the schools via surveys 

compared to the 50 assets identified by the SAC team, including the Cove. Table 4 below shows 

a breakdown of those assets. This discrepancy could show a lack of knowledge of assets and 

resources available to the students themselves. It could also reveal that students only trust 

specific assets they’ve encountered.  

 

 Figure 11. Full assets identified by team v. trusted assets identified by students. 

 

Table 4. Trusted Assets Identified by Students Only 

Assets Numbers 

Wraparound Services 0 

Clothing 3 

https://heartoftexas.younglife.org/
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Counseling 2 

Food Pantries 2 

Meals Provided 0 

Housing/Shelter 0 

Health Clinics 1 

In-School Resources 5 

Pregnancy 2 

Spiritual/Mentors 3 

Total 18 

    

Next Steps 

 Natural opportunities arose out of the asset map produced by the asset map team. One 

opportunity is to look more in depth at the trusted resources identified by the team and placed on 

the asset chart. Based on the findings, an area of research or mapping for future VISTA’s or 

social work interns for the Cove could be the reasons behind trusting one asset or resource over 

another.  

Now that the Cove is established at 2226 Washington Ave., another opportunity for 

future mapping or additions to this map could be to identify the assets surrounding the Cove’s 

new building, including churches, businesses, and other nonprofits in order to identify 

opportunities for collaboration and partnership in close vicinity. By identifying assets in the 

surrounding community, the Cove could partner with those assets which could even lead to 

sustainable source of in-kind gifts or sustainable partnerships.  

If the SAC or future interns desire to update of this map, the VISTA staff person for The 

Cove, who will also help coordinate the Student Advisory Committee once the MSW Intern 

finishes at the end of the year, will be trained to access the map and will be given a guide with 

instructions to pass on. The map will also be presented to the agency’s Board of Directors and 



THE COVE ASSET MAP REPORT  24 

 

WISD Homeless Outreach, which will include a counselor at Waco High and three case 

managers on WISD high school campuses. Ideally, this map will serve to benefit students in 

Waco who are struggling with homelessness, counselors at the high schools and case managers. 

The chart, which is included in Appendix A, will be a helpful tool along with the map, but it is 

not necessary to use the map. The chart can be a separate tool if needed. 

Conclusion 

This asset map is a testimony to the hard work that the Student Advisory Committee has 

put into their work with the Cove this year. The team created space to not only involve their own 

voice in this process, but to allow the voices of other students who experience homelessness to 

be heard. To see fifty assets available in this community for youth impacted by homelessness 

encourages and uplifts both students and those who work with students to leverage our 

community assets as support and protective factors. Identifying more and more assets in our 

community will continue to show the endless possibilities to use the strengths that already exist 

in Waco to create a path of success for our unaccompanied youth. 
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Appendix A 

Asset Chart 

 

 Name Description Address Phone # Hours Bus Line 

 
Wrap Around Services for Unaccompanied Youth 

 The Cove Dinner, laundry, 

showers, 

computers, 

clothing, job 

readiness 

2226 Washington Ave. (254) 300 -

8443 

4-8pm 

Mon- 

Thurs  

Light 

Blue/Dar

k Blue 

(23rd & 

Austin) 

 

Clothing 

 Things from the 

Heart – North Waco 

 Clothing: 

Contact WISD 

Homeless 

Outreach for free 

voucher 

3400 Bosque Blvd. 

 

(254) 235-2508 9-4pm 

Tues-Sat 

Green/Pi

nk (34th 

& 

Bosque) 

 Things from the 

Heart – Downtown 

Clothing 3332 Franklin Ave. 

 

(254) 732-2110 9-4pm 

Mon-Sat 

Light 

Blue/Dar

k Blue 

(Franklin 

& 33rd) 

 Smarty Pants Kids clothing 5301 Bosque Blvd Ste 

190 

(254) 751-0211 9-5pm 

M-S 

10-4pm 

Sun 

Green/Pi

nk 

(Bosque 

& Lake 

Air) 

 

Counseling 

 Klaras Center for 

Families 

Counseling, 

intake, crisis 

services 

1105 Jefferson Ave 

 

(254) 752-7889 

 

730-7pm 

M-F 

Red/Pink 

(9th & 

Jefferson

) 

 Starry Counseling 3001b W Waco Dr,  (254) 399-6552  Green 

(30th & 

Morrow) 

and Blue 

(30th & 

Franklin) 

 

Emergency Shelter 

http://www.thecovewaco.org/
http://www.shepherdsheartpantry.org/services/things-from-the-heart/
http://www.shepherdsheartpantry.org/services/things-from-the-heart/
http://www.shepherdsheartpantry.org/services/things-from-the-heart/
http://www.shepherdsheartpantry.org/services/things-from-the-heart/
http://www.hotrmhmr.org/
http://www.hotrmhmr.org/
http://www.childrenatheartministries.org/STARRY-Home
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 Family Abuse Center Safe shelter  Private 1 (800) 283-

8401 

24 hrs Call for 

transport

ation 

 Sally’s House 

(Salvation Army) 

Family shelter Near 501 3rd St.   Orange 

dotted 

and Red 

(5th & 

Mary) 

 Methodist Children’s 

Home 

Residential group 

care 

1111 Herring Ave 

 

(254) 753-0181 

 

 Blue/Lig

ht Blue 

(Herring 

& 12th) 

 

Food Sources- Food Pantries and Meals Provided 

 Caritas Food pantry, 

SNAP, Medicaid 

300 S 15th Street (254) 753-4593 8-3:30pm 

M-F 

Green 

(Mary & 

15th) or 

Dark 

Blue 

(15th & 

Austin) 

 Shepherd's Heart Food pantry 1401 N. 34th St.  (254) 722-9517 3‐6pm 

Thursday

s 

Green/Pi

nk: 34th 

& 

Bosque 

 

Complete list of food pantries and fresh meals served: http://www.prosperwaco.org/wp-content/uploads/Waco-

Food-Pantries-1.pdf 

 

Health Clinics 

 Mission Waco – 

Meyers Community 

Clinic 

Health clinic, 

clothing vouchers 

1226 Washington 

Avenue 

296-9866 ext. 

206 

 

 Light 

Blue/Dar

k Blue 

(13th & 

Austin) 

 

For a full list of clinics, click here: http://www.wacofhc.org/index.php/contact-us/medical-sites 

 

Housing 

 Habitat for Humanity First-time 

homebuyer, 

220 N 11th St 

 

(254) 756-7575 

 

8:30-5pm 

M-F 

Green 

(11th & 

Columbu

s) and 

http://www.familyabusecenter.org/
http://www.salvationarmytexas.org/waco/
http://www.salvationarmytexas.org/waco/
http://www.mch.org/
http://www.mch.org/
http://www.caritas-waco.org/
http://www.shepherdsheartpantry.org/services/things-from-the-heart/
http://www.prosperwaco.org/wp-content/uploads/Waco-Food-Pantries-1.pdf
http://www.prosperwaco.org/wp-content/uploads/Waco-Food-Pantries-1.pdf
http://missionwaco.org/programs/
http://missionwaco.org/programs/
http://missionwaco.org/programs/
http://www.wacofhc.org/index.php/contact-us/medical-sites
http://www.wacohabitat.org/
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Volunteer 

opportunity 

Light 

Blue 

(11th & 

Austin) 

 Housing Authority of 

Waco  

 

Section 8, Public 

housing 

4400 Cobbs Drive 

 

(254) 752-0324 

 

 Light 

Blue/Dar

k Blue 

(44th & 

Cobbs) 

 Additional Housing Websites:  

http://affordablehousingonline.com/housing-search/Texas/Waco/ 

http://www.publichousing.com/city/tx-waco 

 

In-School Resources 

 Communities In 

Schools of the Heart 

of Texas 

Mentoring, 

Tutoring, 

Workforce 

Development, 

GED, College-

Readiness 

1001 Washington Ave (254) 753-6002 

 

 Green 

(Columb

us & 

10th) and 

Pink 

(Columb

us & 9th) 

 CIS- University High Mentoring, 

Tutoring, 

Workforce 

Development, 

GED, College-

Readiness 

3201 S New Rd 

 

(254) 756-1843 

 

8-4pm Red 

(New 

Road & 

N. Old 

Robinson

) 

 CIS- Waco High Mentoring, 

Tutoring, 

Workforce 

Development, 

GED, College-

Readiness 

2020 N 42nd St 

 

(254) 776-1150 

 

8-4pm 

M-F 

Red 

(Colcord 

& 42nd) 

and Pink 

(42nd & 

Bosque) 

 Parenting Education 

Program 

Academic and 

pregnancy-related 

services 

-Central office at 

WISD Admin: 501 

Franklin 

-University HS 

-Waco High School 

Central-(254) 

755-9473 

8-5pm 

M-F 

Yellow 

and 

Purple 

(5th & 

Franklin) 

 Waco ISD Homeless 

Outreach 

Case 

management, 

transportation, 

uniforms 

501 Franklin Avenue (254) 755-9433 8-5pm 

M-F 

Yellow 

and 

Purple 

(5th & 

Franklin) 

http://www.wacopha.org/
http://www.wacopha.org/
http://affordablehousingonline.com/housing-search/Texas/Waco/
http://www.publichousing.com/city/tx-waco
http://www.cis-hot.org/
http://www.cis-hot.org/
http://www.cis-hot.org/
http://wacoisd.org/cms/one.aspx?objectId=108269
http://wacoisd.org/cms/one.aspx?objectId=108269
http://www.wacoisd.org/cms/one.aspx?pageId=63772
http://www.wacoisd.org/cms/one.aspx?pageId=63772
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Pregnancy Resources 

 Care Net- Medical Pregnancy Tests, 

STD Testing, 

Ultrasounds 

Services- 

1818 Columbus Ave.  (254) 772-6175 8-5pm 

M-F 

Green 

(18th & 

Columbu

s) and 

Light 

Blue 

(Austin & 

18th) 

 

 Care Net- 

Administrative, 

Prenatal & Parenting 

Education 

 

Prenatal & 

Parenting 

Education 

 

 

4700 West Waco 

Drive 

 

254-772-8270 8-5pm 

M-F 

Pink 

(Towne 

Oaks & 

W Waco 

Dr.) and 

Red ( 

Franklin 

& Town 

Oakes) 

 Nurse-Family 

Partnership 

Pregnancy care, 

weekly visits, 

insurance 

100 Hillcrest Medical 

Blvd. 

254-202-1130  Out of 

limits 

 

Spiritual Development/Mentors 

 Young Life Spiritual 

ministry, 

mentoring at 

Waco High, 

University High, 

and Rapoport 

6600 Sanger Ave. 

Suite 1A 

(254) 776-8834 Call for 

hours 

Call for 

transport

ation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.pregnancycare.org/
http://www.pregnancycare.org/
http://www.pregnancycare.org/
http://www.pregnancycare.org/
http://www.pregnancycare.org/
http://www.sw.org/women-health/nurse-family-partnership-about
http://www.sw.org/women-health/nurse-family-partnership-about
https://heartoftexas.younglife.org/

